What is a watershed?
 The lower two-thirds of Minnesota drains to the Mississippi River, which continues its journey southward toward the Gulf of Mexico, picking up water, debris and pollution from every state it passes. Within the Twin Cities metro area, the Mississippi River watershed is subdivided into smaller river watersheds. Some of the southwestern suburbs drain to the Minnesota River, while the urban cores of Minneapolis and St. Paul send stormwater runoff directly to the Mississippi. The eastern-most communities in Washington and Chisago counties drain to the St. Croix River, which eventually joins with the Mississippi near Hastings. 

Like nested Russian dolls, these major river watersheds subdivide even further into local sub-watersheds that drain to lakes and streams. 
A watershed is a one-way street, carrying water from the high points on the land to the lowest gathering point. Anything that is washed into the upper reaches of a watershed – dirt, sand, salt, fertilizer, pesticide, oil, bacteria and garbage – can eventually travel downward through the entire system, polluting lakes, streams and rivers on its way. 

Walk along the Mississippi River after a rainstorm and you’ll likely find floating bottles, cans, cigarette butts and more. Washed off the land and into a storm drain, they’re in the river today and on to the Gulf of Mexico next week. 

Do your part to protect local lakes and streams, as well as our larger watershed. 

1. Pick up dog poop to keep harmful bacteria out of the water. [Insert local ordinance here]
2. Keep leaves, grass and dirt off of streets and sidewalks so that they don’t turn lakes and rivers green. [Insert local ordinance here]
3. Pick up litter and keep your trash can tightly covered when it is outside. 

4. Use salt sparingly during the winter. One teaspoon of sidewalk salt is enough to permanently pollute 5 gallons of water. 

