Watch what you put in your watershed!

Storm sewers and ditches transport water from our streets to local waterways. It is illegal to dump chemicals or waste such as used engine oil, chlorinated water, lawn clippings or soapy water into storm drains and ditches. These “illicit discharges” pollute our water and can harm fish and wildlife. 

Follow these guidelines to dispose of waste safely and legally to help protect our water:
· Chlorinated water from swimming pools or spas: Stop adding chlorine and leave your pool or hot tub uncovered for 48 hours to allow chlorine in the water to break down naturally. You can also purchase chemical solutions to de-chlorinate the water more quickly. If possible, empty pool water onto your lawn or a vegetated area so that some of the water can soak into the ground instead of running off into the storm sewer. 
· Yard Waste: Mulch leaves and grass clippings into your lawn to return nutrients to the soil or collect yard waste in compostable bags for curb-side pick-up. It is illegal to dump yard waste into ditches or wetlandsor to rake leaves into the street! [insert local ordinance info here]
· Household Hazardous Waste: Take motor oil, paint, pesticides and other household hazardous waste to your local drop-o​ff site or a licensed local business. [insert location of drop-off site here]
If you see illegal dumping in your neighborhood, report it to [insert MS4 contact information].
